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networks and initiatives are active in the federal state of Baden-
Württemberg. They are the main actors of development work. 
Therefore, the state development policy is characterized by 
the participation of the civil society. In February 2013, the sta-
te government approved the new Development Policy Guidelines 
(Entwicklungspolitische Leitlinien), which were developed through a 
participatory process that was at the time unique throughout Germa-
ny. Through the initiative “world:citizens consulted!” (Welt:Bürger 
gefragt!), more than 1,500 citizens from all over Baden-Württem-
berg as well as 120 organizations and associations actively helped 
de ning these guidelines.

Even within the adoption of the Development Policy Guidelines the 
developing political dialogue is still undergoing. Every year citizens 
of Baden-Württemberg come together to the Annual Development 
Policy Conference to review the implementation of the Guidelines 
and work on new policy proposals. Furthermore, the Council for 
Development Cooperation (Rat für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit), 
which brings together e perts from signi cant developmentally acti-
ve networks, advises the government in development issues.

Development policy in Baden-Württemberg is especially challen-
ging for the classic political core areas of the federal states: For 
example it concerns education policy when trying to incorporate 
Global Learning and Global Studying into the curricula of schools and 
universities, research efforts and university strategies for internati-
onalization. It also relates to economic policy in the areas of public 
procurement, the promotion of foreign trade and Fair Trade, as well 
as environmental policy focusing on questions of ecological sustaina-
bility. 

In Baden-Württemberg, development policy is a joint task that is pri-
marily supported by the ef cient and professional commitment of its 
civil society. The government of Baden-Württemberg promotes this 
commitment but does not wish to replace it. The federal state me-
rely provides a reliable framework for advancing development policy 
and supporting its participants. The two foundations Development 
Co-operation Foundation (Stiftung Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) 
and Baden-Württemberg Foundation (Baden-Württemberg Stiftung) 
were established by the federal state of Baden-Württemberg to pro-
mote, advice and support private and municipal initiatives. The Of-
ce for Development Co-operation (Landesstelle für Entwicklungszu-

sammenarbeit) in the State Ministry (Staatsministerium) is available 
to all citizens, civil society organizations, ministries, municipalities 
and to the Parliament of Baden-Württemberg (Landtag) as direct and 
competent governmental partner. The federal state supports civic 
initiatives in the eld of development policy by providing funds.

Since 2013, together with the Federal Government, Baden-Württem-
berg promotes the One-World-Promoters program (Eine-Welt-Promo-
toren-Programm). Eleven full-time positions within host



organizations of the civil society have already been created in order 
to support the valuable work of organizations, networks and initia-
tives in Baden-Württemberg. After the expiration of its pilot phase 
in 2015, Baden-Württemberg will continue to nance the program in 
2016. 

Every year, the “Fair Trade” (FAIR HANDELN) provides a platform for 
the exchange of ideas, networking and joint initiatives to all active 
actors in Baden-Württemberg. With over 150 exhibitors, the fair has 
become a agship project of the Fair Trade movement with impact 
far beyond Baden-Württemberg. 
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