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PREPARATION OF THE MEETING OF THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR 
WITH THE HEADS OF THE FEDERAL STATES

PARTNERSHIPS OF THE GERMAN FEDERAL STATES AND OF THE 
MUNICIPALITIES WITH AFRICA

The heads of the Federal States recommend the following resolution 
to the Federal Chancellor:

1. The heads of the Federal States welcome the impetus of the Fe-
deral Government for a strengthened partnership with Africa. They 
agree that there is a need for a large-scale discussion process about 
how Africa and Europe can develop new dimensions of cooperation, 
in light of the new and common challenges faced by both of them. 

2. The Federal States agree upon continuing their manifold commit-
ment for sustainable development in Africa, especially in terms of 
partnerships of the Federal States and of municipal partnerships. 
The present instruments as well as existing and planned cooperation 
projects shall be developed further in exchange and coordination 
with the Federal Government. 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 01.06.2017
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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN 2016

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States take note of the 
submitted report on the Federal States’ contribution to the Progress 
Report 2016 and kindly ask the Conference-Presidency to convey it 
to the Federal Government. 

The Federal States agree upon reasonably taking into consideration 
all three dimensions of sustainability (environmental, social and 
economic) in their future contributions. 

Contribution of the Federal States to the implementation of the 
guiding principle of Sustainable Development and of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals

1.	SHARED RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FEDERAL STATES

The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by 
the United Nations’ General Assembly in September 2015 gave the 
sustainability policy new momentum und new impulses on the glo-
bal, but also national and subnational level. The 2030 Agenda further 
develops the guiding principle of sustainable development, which 
was adopted during the World Summit in Rio in 1992 and which is 
also acknowledged and implemented on the German Federal States’ 
level.

In the resolution of the Minister Presidents of the German Federal 
States of June 12th, 2014 and of the Bundesrat of February 6th, 2015 
(Drucksache 622/14), the German Federal States have determined 
that the progress achieved through the 2030 Agenda towards global 
sustainable development  goals also involves a paradigm shift to a 
far reaching transformation of the economy and society in both Glo-
bal North and South with the goal of assuming common responsibility 
for a sustainable and just world.

Thus, the German Federal States explicitly welcome the fact that 
the United Nations has established an ambitious sustainability 
framework through the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and especially 
of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The German Fe-
deral States are convinced that a successful implementation of the 
2030 Agenda requires coordinated, common actions of the Federal 
Government and the Federal States as well as cooperation with the 
municipalities, civil society, economic players and churches. Many of 
the SDGs touch on jurisdiction aspects of the German Federal States. 
Thus, Germany can only successfully exercise its international res-
ponsibility for a worldwide sustainable development by implemen-
ting the 2030 Agenda in joint efforts with of the Federal Government 
and the Federal States.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 17.03.2016
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The German Federal States have already made important contribu-
tions to the sustainability process and to the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals in the past. They are willing to continue 
this process concerning the implementation of the SDGs in Germany 
and in the international context.

Thereby, they identify the following topics as central action fields: 
inequality in and between countries; sustainable cultivation and 
efficient use of natural resources;  increasing the proportion of 
renewable energies and significantly enhancing the energy use 
efficiency as well as strengthening the resilience and adaptability 
against climate-induced hazards. The German Federal States are 
aware of their international responsibility. They take a stand for a 
global responsible use of available natural resources, for sustainable 
production and consumption patterns that comply with global social 
standards.

All Federal States have already taken substantial action to promote 
a sustainable development through laws, strategies, aid programs as 
well as communication and participation activities on important sus-
tainability topics such as climate protection and climate adaptabili-
ty, renewable energies, biodiversity, resources protection, education 
and science, sustainable consumption, nutrition and mobility, social 
cohesion and social changes. So far, two-thirds of the Federal States 
have adopted sustainability strategies.

Over the past four years since the last contribution of the German 
Federal States to the progress report on the Federal Sustainability 
Strategy, new developments have taken place in many of the Federal 
States. Those developments are partly based on the impulses of 
the Rio+20-Conference in 2012. So far, some Federal States have 
seized on the SDGs and their implementation in their sustainability 
strategies1.  

The sustainability strategies of the Federal States and similar 
strategic documents cover a wide spectrum of issues (similar to the 
Federal Sustainability Strategy), but are partially more focused the-
matically. The spectrum of instruments used for the implementation 
of the strategies varies (sustainability checks, interdepartmental 
coordination, dialogues with stakeholders, advisory committees). 
Some strategies are strongly guided by the Federal Strategy; other 
Federal States have developed separate instruments (for example 
through sustainability conferences bringing together governmental 

1	 For example: the new sustainability strategies of Baden-Württemberg (2012) and 
Bavaria (2013); the strategic reorientation of the Hesse’s sustainability strategy as well 
as the redraft or update of the strategies of Saxony (2013), Brandenburg (2014) and 
Rhineland-Palatinate (2015). Further Federal States have released sustainability progress 
and indicators reports (Thuringia – 2012; Berlin – 2014; Hesse – since 2009; Saxony-Anhalt – 
2015). North-Rhine-Westphalia has presented a preliminary sustainability strategy which is 
supposed to be adopted subsequent to a consultation round in early 2016. This is the second 
sustainability strategy which picks up on the SDGs after the one in Rhineland-Palatinate. 
At the moment, Berlin is working on its sustainability profile which will be released in early 
2016 and will pursue a methodological way based the Berlin Strategy / Berlin City Develop-
ment Concept 2030 adopted by the Senate in 2014.

5
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representatives and stakeholders or youth participation formats). 
The cooperation with the municipalities and the civil society plays 
an important part in the view of the Federal States. Some States 
have established special cooperation forms with economic players. 
The topic of awareness-raising among the population is a special fo-
cus area in some of the sustainability strategies of the Federal States 
(for example the Sustainability Week or the Day of Sustainability).

2.	SELECTED THEMATIC FOCUS TOPICS OF BUND-FEDERAL STATES 
COOPERATION

a)	Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

Building on previous experiences and existing structures of the 
implementation of the UN-Decade “Education for Sustainable Deve-
lopment” (2005-2014), the German Federal States express their wish 
to consolidate their efforts on the basis of the current World Action 
Program “Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)” (2015-
2020). ESD deals with global interconnections and challenges and 
with the related environmental, economic and social consequences. 
ESD contributes to raising awareness on sustainable lifestyles among 
the population. This makes ESD a central instrument to pave the 
way towards sustainable development, next to political agreements, 
financial incentives as well as technological solutions. Some of the 
Federal States have developed their own ESD-strategies and measu-
res to implement the ESD-World Action Program.

Pursuant to the World Action Program’s priority action fields, the 
German Federal States will focus in the future on promoting the ho-
listic transformation of learning and teaching environments as well 
as developing competencies among teachers and promoters on all 
educational levels from early childhood, school, vocational training 
up to university-level. The strengthening and mobilization of youth 
towards creating own possibilities of participation and of responsibi-
lity taking also play an important part. In addition, political support 
and the promotion of civic engagement and of participatory as well 
as cooperative processes remain central elements.

The German Federal States support the Bund in implementing the 
ESD-World Action Program and in developing a National Action Plan 
for ESD through their contributions in the National Platform, the 
thematic forums and partner networks. Due to the high relevancy 
of formal education for ESD, the German Federal States underline 
the necessity of additional political exchange between them and 
the Bund in order to formulate and implement the National Action 
Plan with equal consideration given to formal and informal fields of 
education. 

6
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b)	Sustainable Public Procurement

The sustainable public procurement has been an important focus 
point of the Bund-Federal States’ cooperation in sustainability mat-
ters over the past years. Many Federal States have worked together 
with the Bund on the “Alliance for Sustainable Procurement”, initia-
ted by the federal government. The Alliance made joint conclusions 
to important topics possible, for example the procurement of public 
transportation means and of electro mobiles as well as the intro-
duction of sustainable construction standards. Still not satisfactory 
is the data basis on sustainable procurement which would otherwise 
allow a strategic steering of procurement proceedings. The ongoing 
amendment (2015/2016) of the federal public procurement law will 
enable taking account of environmental and social aspects in all 
phases of procurement proceedings and, for example, make it easier 
to take environmental and Fair Trade labels into consideration.

All these sustainability aspects operate only as “can”-regulations 
(optional regulations) on the federal level and therefore allow public 
contractors the freedom to take them into account in the suitab-
le phases of procurement proceedings. Some Federal States have 
partially established further-reaching laws and regulations on public 
procurement. The Federal States expect that the Bund establishes a 
positive framework to ensure the continuation of sustainable procu-
rement practices in the future.

c)	Sustainability indicators

The topic of sustainability indicators has also been a topic in focus 
in the sustainability cooperation between the Bund and the Federal 
States over the past years. Many of the sustainability strategies and 
/ or reports of the Federal States include indicator catalogues. Those 
catalogues are on the one hand inspired by the Federal Sustainability 
Strategy, yet often also contain additional priorities, specific to the 
respective Federal State. The work on a joint catalogue of sustaina-
bility indicators of the Federal States was continued in the reporting 
timeframe under the surveillance of the Heads of the Chancellery’s 
Conference and of the Heads of the Federal States’ Chancelleries.

Some strategies of the Federal States also include concrete, quanti-
fied and scheduled targets which can be determined and measured 
by using these indicators. Considering the challenge that progress 
reporting on the implementation of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and of the associated sub-goals and indicators will 
pose, enhanced efforts by the Bund and the Federal States will be 
required to ensure a high compatibility of the indicator systems. The 
Federal States therefore expect, in line with the vertical integration 
principle, that the Bund will enable an intensive coordination to 
ensure that indicator calculations on the federal level are also repre-
sentable, where appropriate, on the Federal States’ level and opti-
mally on the municipality level. If target and indicator systems are 
compatible and therefore developments on the federal and Federal 
States’ level comparable, the complementarity of the activities of 

7
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the Bund and the Federal States will improve along with the chances 
to achieve the SDGs. This would possibly require a political priori-
tization, which would still not imply that Germany will not comply 
with its comprehensive reporting obligations on the 2030 Agenda. 
Besides this strategic task, a further joint function of the Bund and 
the Federal States is the communication work on the SDGs and on 
the measures and instruments to achieve them. For the purpose 
of communication work it possibly might be important to bold and 
simple highlight selected indicators. Also, composite indicators such 
as the Prosperity Index might play an important part.

3.	FUTURE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE BUND AND THE FEDERAL 
STATES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The reliable cooperation within the framework of exchange of 
experiences between the Bund and the Federal States under the 
chairmanship of the Federal Chancellery Department and that of the 
Conference of the Minister Presidents should be further pursued in 
the future. The involvement of the State/Senate Chancelleries of 
the Federal States and of the Federal Chancellery Department as 
well as of relevant federal and Federal States’ ministries can guaran-
tee that the sustainability process and the 2030 Agenda is addressed 
in a thematically comprehensive manner. This exchange on the 
working level can when necessary, as suggested by the Bundesrat, 
be complemented by an exchange on the political level between the 
State Secretaries’ Committees on sustainable development or within 
the framework of relevant ministries.

For the implementation of the SDGs on the European level, a new 
strategic framework for sustainable development is advisable. A 
consistent and politically visible implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
on the European level, for example through a new EU-Sustainability 
Strategy or an effective embedding of the SDGs within the new “Eu-
rope 2030-Strategy”, could substantially advance Germany’s efforts, 
especially on the implementation of the European structural and 
investment policies.

The Federal States will therefore promote, together with the Bund, 
the realization of such a strategic framework on sustainable deve-
lopment on the EU-level. 

8
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 12.06.2014

The contribution of the German Federal States to the post-2015 
sustainable development agenda

1.	The Minister Presidents of the Federal States of Germany welcome 
the comprehensive process initiated by the United Nations towards 
working on a new sustainable development agenda for the time after 
2015. This agenda will merge the expiring Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and the discussion on the further stage post-MDGs as 
well as the current work within the Rio Conference of June 2012 
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Besides the existing 
core themes, global sustainable goals will in the future also include 
social, environmental and economic aspects of sustainability. This 
development represents a paradigm shift towards an extensive trans-
formation of the economy and the society both in the global North 
and South, in order to jointly take responsibility for a sustainable, 
fair future. 

2.	Through the Post-2015 agenda the role of the Federal States in 
the field of development policy - according to the core competencies 
and fields of action adopted in 2008 - wins further importance. The 
development policy of the Federal States as well as the cooperation 
between the Federal States, the Federal Government and further 
actors will be facing new challenges in the next years, such as:

•	 The new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) increase the 
demand for coherency in the policies of the Federal States, in order 
to achieve these goals on the Federal States level.

•	 Sustainable behavior patters in Germany, such as consumption, 
energy expenditure, mobility, diet, health and economic conduct 
will become increasingly important.

•	 Education for Sustainable Development and Global Learning will 
become important topics in both school and extra-school education. 

In order to implement these goals in Germany it is necessary to co-
ordinate the common policy areas both between the Federal Govern-
ment and the Federal States in the established education focus areas 
(e.g. Human Capacity Building) or the development partnerships of 
the Federal States as well as between municipalities, the civil socie-
ty, the economy and the church.

3.	The Minister Presidents of the Federal States reinforce their 
willingness to contribute to the achievement of the common global 
development goals within the frame of their possibilities by taking 
appropriate measures. The cooperation between the 16 Federal Sta-
tes as well as between the Federal States and the Federal Govern-
ment has proven effective in joint programs. This cooperation will 
remain important in the work to achieve the new global SDGs. 

4.	The Minister Presidents of the Federal States deem local, regio-
nal, national as well as international cooperations on all levels as im-
portant components for the advancement of the SDGs. They require 
from the other conferences of the ministries that these cooperations 
be supported within their jurisdiction. 
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The heads of the state governments of Germany hereby agree that 
their cooperation in the area of development policy will be based 
on the report „Ensuring sustainability – development policy as a 
common responsibility of the Federal Government, the Federal 
States and the municipalities“. In so doing, they expect the Federal 
Government to co-operate with and support them. 

Ensuring sustainability - development policy as a common responsibi-
lity of the Federal Government, the Federal States and the munici-
palities

I. Global challenges and the role of the Federal States 

The fight against starvation and poverty, climate change as well as 
global increase in migration pose new challenges for development 
policy. In order to cope with economic, environmental and political 
upheavals worldwide, not only nation states and international insti-
tutions but also the Federal States need to expend more effort.

Recalling the Millennium Development Goals (2000) and the Paris 
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (2005), the Federal States decide to 
use their specific competencies in addition to the activities underta-
ken by national and international actors in development processes, 
without wishing to compete with these actors as donors. The main 
task of the Federal States is therefore to support, define the para-
meters for and co-ordinate development partnerships.  Partnership 
activities of the Federal States and municipalities with cities, local 
areas, bigger regions and other countries of the group of developing 
and emerging countries should be hereby expanded.

Through their multifaceted commitment to global sustainable 
development the Federal States recognize their common respon-
sibility and simultaneously contribute to securing their own social 
and economical sustainability.  In light of the increased importance 
of knowledge, innovations and intercultural competences for the 
competitiveness of Germany as an attractive location and with 
regard to the huge growth potential of many developing countries, 
development aid will have a positive influence on the Federal States 
themselves.

II. Core competencies and fields of action for the activities of the 
Federal States 

Stressing the background described above and regarding their pre-
ferences in development policy, their personnel capacities and their 
budgets, the Federal States agree to concentrate on the following 
core competencies and fields of action: 

1. Climate protection and energy

Climate protection, energy efficiency and the use of renewable 
energies have become key issues of development policy. Thanks to 
their wide range of experiences and their proximity to economic 
actors in this field the Federal States are predestined to make a 
contribution in tackling the challenges of climate change.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 22-24.10.2008

10
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 22-24.10.2008

2. Food security and rural areas

The Millennium Development Goal of reducing the percentage of 
starving people in the world by 50 percent by the year 2015 is at 
risk. In the spheres of consultation, education and science, the 
Federal States are able to offer a variety of proposals on how to 
improve the agricultural productivity as well as the standard of living 
in rural areas of developing countries.

3. Migration and development

The interface of development policy, migration and integration 
offers new tasks and opportunities for the Federal States. Collabo-
ration with the Diaspora can reveal new opportunities for economic 
and cultural cooperation with developing countries and is a way of 
strengthening the competence of migrants as bridge-builders to their 
home countries. 

4. Scientific-technological cooperation 

The Federal States have decided to intensify the use of scientific 
knowledge and the competences of institutions of higher education 
for development cooperation and make their institutions of higher 
education more attractive for foreign students and scientists. In 
this way, they shall contribute to the improvement of international 
education and scientific-technological cooperation.

5. Sustainable economic development

Sustainable economic development is an important premise for the 
fight against poverty and for tackling climate change. The develop-
ment cooperation we do today is the foreign trade of tomorrow. The 
Federal States plan to better combine foreign trade and develop-
ment cooperation and use their economic support more directly for 
small and medium-sized enterprises in developing countries.

6. Good Governance and decentralisation 

Thanks to their experiences and competencies in the federal system, 
the Federal States are able to support developing countries in terms 
of Good Governance and the creation of decentralised administrati-
ve structures. They are also able to make an active contribution to 
capacity building. 

7. Culture and Development

Cultural exchange promotes international understanding and con-
tributes to international conflict prevention. Hence, intercultural 
dialogue and the consideration of cultural aspects in development 
cooperation are becoming increasingly important, especially con-
sidering the UNESCO Convention for Cultural Diversity (2005). The 
Federal States, in cooperation with the Federal Government, aim to 
increase the cultural cooperation with developing countries. 

8. Development Policy: Information and Education Work 

It remains the important task of the Federal States to encourage 
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the information and education work on development policy and the 
social engagement in this field. At the same time, the Federal States 
welcome the involvement of the Federal Government in this area.

It is of great importance that the information and education work 
on development policy be well supported and far-reaching in both 
curricular and extracurricular domains. It must be linked with the 
efforts of the countries to implement the UN-Decade of “Education 
for Sustainable Development” as well as with the new “Orientation 
Framework for the Learning Area of Global Development” (Orientie-
rungsrahmen für den Lernbereich globale Entwicklung). 

III. Collective Responsibility for Development Policy

The efforts of the Federal States, in their substance and variety, are 
indispensable for the development policy. At the same time, they 
open new perspectives for more involvement of all parties. The 
Federal States are willing to continue taking responsibility for the 
development policy and to play an active role in this political field.

The Federal States consider the municipalities’ contribution to the 
partnership with developing countries to be very important. This 
is especially true for the information and education work, for the 
cooperation with migrants from developing countries, for Good 
Governance and decentralisation as well as for capacity-building for 
administrative structures at a municipal level.

The Federal States expect cooperation and support from the German 
Federal Government. In particular, this includes:

› In areas where the Federal States are especially committed with 
regard to certain target countries or issues, or where they have a 
particularly high level of expertise, the Federal Government should 
involve the Federal States more in the bilateral and international 
development cooperation (Dialogue with third countries; teams for 
special topics; cooperation with the German Centre for International 
Migration and Development (CIM), the German Development Service 
(DED), German Society for Technical Cooperation (Deutsche Gesell-
schaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit - GTZ), InWEnt (Capacity 
Building International), the German Reconstruction Loan Corporation 
(KfW) etc.).

› Regional and national structures in the area of development policy 
and education work, in addition to the area of educational training 
for qualified workers and executive managers in Germany, are of 
great importance for the Federal States. These structures must 
remain in place and be strengthened. 

› Strengthening the city of Bonn as the German host city of the 
United Nations and international competence centre for develop-
ment cooperation and sustainable development can prove beneficial 
for all Federal States. In the light of this, the Federal States request 
the Federal Government to promote the settlement of further 
international organisations in Germany. Only the joint development 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 22-24.10.2008
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policy efforts of the Federal Government, the Federal States and 
the municipalities can help Germany preserve its future viability in 
global competition. 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 22-24.10.2008
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MEETING OF THE HEADS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT AND OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 17.06.2004 

Implementation of the commitments agreed upon in the frame-
work of the Millennium Agenda – Review Conference 2005 

1.	The heads of the Federal Government and the Federal States 
note that considerable efforts and joint action are required in or-
der to implement the commitments of the Millennium Declaration 
of 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) deriving from 
the Declaration, and the Monterrey Consensus of 2002. 

2.	The German Chancellor emphasised the important role of the 
Federal States for the German development policy in the fields 
of development cooperation as well as education and informa-
tion work. He welcomes the contribution of the Federal States 
to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and to reach the 
German ODA/GNI (official development assistance) ratio of 0.33% 
(of the gross national income) by 2006. 

3.	The German Chancellor points out that the German Federal 
Government has increased its budget for development aid by 
about EUR 16 Mil in 2004 (about +0.4% compared to 2003), whe-
reas the national budget decreased by 1.1%. Furthermore, Ger-
many increased its ODA /GNI ratio from 0.27% in 2002 to 0.28% 
in 2003. He calls on the Federal States to make a special effort 
themselves in the area of development cooperation. 

4.	The Minister Presidents of Federal States recall the Resolutions 
of 1988, 1994 and 1998 with the goal of contributing their part 
to reaching the MDG as well as the German ODA ratio - within the 
framework of their competence and possibilities. At the same 
time, they underline the fact that, given the tight fiscal situation 
in Germany as a result of the country’s economic development, 
maintaining the status quo already constitutes an ambitious goal. 
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The Minister Presidents of the Federal States agree that with regard 
to development cooperation abroad and development policy in Ger-
many, more opportunities for cooperation and the division of labour 
should be achieved by means of the mutual exchange of experien-
ces and by efficiently joining forces in order to meet the increased 
demands.

They take note of the report presented on 22 June 1998 by the 
working group “Coordination and cooperation in development work 
of the Federal States in the Federal Republic of Germany”.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States appeal to the Federal 
Government to include the Federal States - with their experiences 
and resources - even more than before in the conceptual delibera-
tions with foreign partners in development cooperation (national 
strategies and sector strategies), and to promote more coherence 
between the Federal Development and Foreign Policy in order to 
ensure sustainable development.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States ask the Federal 
Government and the European Union to support the educational 
and information work for development cooperation with additional 
measures and, most importantly, to promote the projects of NGOs 
and initiatives due to their exceptional importance.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 09.07.1998
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 01.12.1994

With their resolution of 28 October 1988, the Minister Presidents of 
the Federal States have once again emphasised their willingness to 
contribute to resolving current problems in North-South relations. At 
the same time, they confirmed the resolutions of 3-4 May 1962 and 
26-28 October 1977. They consider these resolutions to still be a sui-
table basis for the development cooperation of the Federal States.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States stress the importance 
of the process following the United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro for the Federal 
States and will strongly support it within the scope of their compe-
tences.

They regard the results of the UNCED as unequivocal support for 
their own position which is aimed at including not only the partners 
in the South in the necessary process of change, but also especially 
the people in their own countries intensively and at all levels. Wit-
hout the participation of the population and without transparency 
concerning the necessary processes of change, these aims will not be 
realized, either in the North or in the South.

The “Rio Declaration on Environment and Development” defines the 
future development goals in principles and specifies the political pri-
orities and the responsible structures in the so-called “Agenda 21”.

The joint development process that was agreed upon at the UNCED 
requires the willingness to jointly develop adapted as well as envi-
ronmentally and socially sustainable life models for future genera-
tions of humans living together on this planet. Therefore, develop-
ment cooperation has to become a cross-sectional task that aims to 
achieve coherence in the major areas of public policy.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States wish to fully support 
this innovative stimulus, thereby contributing to a sustainable, soci-
ally fair development of our One-World.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States offer their coopera-
tion in the processes following the UNCED and expect the Federal 
Government to promote the necessary implementation process after 
this conference. In addition, they expect the Federal Government 
to do everything in its power to actively include the Federal States, 
municipalities and social groups including non-governmental organi-
sations in this process, especially in Germany’s reports to the United 
Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). 



BESCHLUSS DER MINISTERPRÄSIDENTEN- 
KONFERENZ VOM 22. -24. OKTOBER 2008

17

The cooperation with the developing countries has gained increasing 
economic, social and cultural importance.

Regardless of the basic jurisdiction of the Federal Government in 
the area of development policy, the Federal States have made a sig-
nificant contribution to establishing and fostering relations with the 
developing countries through their various achievements.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States consider the relations 
between the industrial and developing countries to be an important 
part of a policy that is aimed at international cooperation. It is in 
the interest of both parties to expand and deepen this cooperation. 
However, the policy is exposed to growing qualitative and quantita-
tive challenges. 

Despite global efforts, the situation of a large number of develo-
ping countries has deteriorated over the last years. International 
indebtedness, budget deficits, inflation, increasing poverty, further 
damages to the environment and the insufficient efficiency of state 
institutions are at the same time the causes and the effects. The gap 
between many developing countries and the industrial countries has 
increased. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States demand that 
the Federal Government and the European Community make joint 
proposals with the developing countries for a sustainable expansi-
on of their relations and create appropriate framework conditions 
for improving the economic and social development of Third World 
countries.

Within their constitutional competences and possibilities and in coor-
dination with the Federal Government, the Federal States are willing 
to contribute to solving current problems of North-South relations. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States confirm their willing-
ness to continue the cooperation with the developing countries 
based on their resolutions of 3-4 May 1962 and 26-28 October 1977. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States state that the focus 
of the development cooperation work of the Federal States should 
continue to be the promotion of: 

•	 Vocational education and training for skilled workers and professi-
onals both in Germany and in the respective countries; 

•	 Personnel aid (Knowledge transfer) 

•	 Implementation of projects in developing countries 

•	 Development education and information work

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States consider these measu-
res to be a significant contribution to the independent development 
of Third World countries and their participation in world trade. 

Considering the global economic and social changes, the Minister 
Presidents of the Federal States deem necessary to expand the 
cooperation between the Federal States and developing countries in 
the following areas:

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 28.10.1988
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OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 28.10.1988
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•	 Cooperation in education including vocational education 

•	 Scientific cooperation

•	 Academic research with relevance to developing countries

•	 Technical cooperation including development and transfer of 
appropriate technology

•	 Promotion of small and medium-sized businesses, craft industries, 
and cooperative associations

•	 Environmental protection and resource conservation

•	 Rural and urban development

•	 Performance enhancement of public services and of business 
development facilities

•	 Health promotion

•	 Cultural cooperation 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States believe that coope-
ration with developing countries is not to be borne by the Federal 
Government and the Federal States alone but also by the civil 
society. Therefore, the Federal States welcome and encourage the 
active participation of NGOs and churches in development coope-
ration work as well as the involvement of municipalities and civic 
initiatives. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States plan to promote a more 
intensive integration of development policy into education and infor-
mation work both in and outside the classroom in order to increase 
awareness and understanding of the problems in Third World coun-
tries. To date, the Federal government and the Federal States have 
informed each other about their respective development policies, 
which has proven very useful. However, with regard to the entirety 
of development policy activities of the European Communities, the 
German Federal Government and the Federal States, this communi-
cation needs amplification and improvement in terms of its content. 
The Federal States agree to expand the exchange of information 
about important projects concerning development policy. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States welcome the proposi-
tion of the Federal Government to establish an information system 
within the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Deve-
lopment and further express their willingness to work together on 
this system. The information system will serve as a focal point for 
development policy projects of the Federal Government and the 
Federal States.  

The Federal Government is asked to inform the Federal States in 
a timely manner on new measures and modifications that might 
concern the focus of the development policy of the Federal Govern-
ment, its institutions dealing with development work and internatio-
nal organisations.
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On the basis of the resolution of 3-4 May 1962, the Minister Pre-
sidents of the Federal States express their general willingness to 
continue the cooperation between the Federal Government and 
the Federal States concerning development aid. According to this 
resolution, the Federal Government is asked to inform the Federal 
States regularly about the baselines of the development policy and 
measures in the area of capital grants, aid for trade and technical 
aid. This includes questions of extraordinary political significance in 
talks between the German Chancellor and the Minister Presidents of 
the Federal States, as well as other politically significant questions 
arising in the concerned conferences of the ministers, especially du-
ring the conference of the Ministers of Economy and the conference 
of the Ministers of Finance. 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 26-28.10.1977 
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 03-04.05.1962

On 26 January 1961, the Minister Presidents of the Federal Sta-
tes acknowledged that the development policy comes within the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government. They further declared the 
willingness of the Federal States to contribute to development 
aid within the framework of their responsibilities and capabilities. 
Starting from these basic ideas, the Federal States Commission for 
Development Aid (Länderkommission für Entwicklungshilfe), appoin-
ted by the Minister Presidents of the Federal States, has discussed 
the question of the cooperation between the Federal Government 
and the Federal States and negotiated the terms with the Federal 
Government. On the strength of these discussions, the Minister Presi-
dents of the Federal States agreed to the following resolution:

1.	In the opinion of the Minister Presidents of the Federal States, 
carrying out measures of development aid abroad is principally the 
responsibility of the Federal Government. In accordance with the 
Federal Government and its development policy, the Federal States 
will provide technical support in developing countries, especially 
educational and vocational aid. In any of these actions by the Fede-
ral States, the Federal Government will be the official representati-
ve agency. 

2.	The Minister Presidents state that close cooperation between the 
Federal Government and the Federal States is vital to ensure the in-
volvement of the Federal States in development policy. This includes 
regular and full reports by the responsible federal offices, especially 
the Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
on the broad lines of the federal development policy and federal 
measures in areas such as capital injections and aid for trade, and 
especially in the field of educational and vocational training support.

3.	General questions regarding this cooperation will be discussed in 
the Federal States Commission for Development Aid (Länderkommis-
sion für Entwicklungshilfe). For the ongoing cooperation between the 
Federal Government and the Federal States, the Minister Presidents 
of the Federal States suggest creating a Federal States Committee 
for Development Aid (Länderausschuss Entwicklungshilfe) within the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.

4.	The Federal States are prepared to help establish information and 
knowledge centres about the states as well as a central institution 
for professional support and employment. The questions of location, 
areas of jurisdiction as well as organizational structures are to be 
left to the Federal States in consultation with each other as well as 
with the Federal Government. In this context, the objectives set by 
the German Foundation for International Development are generally 
welcomed.

5.	The Minister Presidents of the Federal States attach special 
importance to the work in the area of educational and vocational 
training support. The Federal States will provide suitable personnel 
for these tasks. The principles outlined in the enclosure shall be 
applied individually.
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Appendix

Principles for the work of the Federal States in the field of educatio-
nal and vocational training support.

1) When providing personnel for development aid tasks, the fol-
lowing information shall be taken into account:

a)	The Federal States are to reserve an adequate number of po-
sitions for public servants who have been temporarily transferred 
abroad in order to enable them to return to their previous positions 
upon completion of their assignments. In that respect, the Federal 
States expect that the salary of personnel sent abroad within the 
framework of federal measures will normally be paid by the German 
state for the time in question. Civil servants both on a federal and 
state level shall be treated equally. Corresponding guidelines for this 
equal treatment will have to be worked out.

b)	For personnel outside the civil service, questions concerning their 
demands shall be dealt with using the same standards.

c)	In order to enable the Federal States to meet with the expected 
contributions in the form of personnel in the requested time, the 
Federal Government has to inform the Federal States at the earliest 
possible stage about any planned measures and the corresponding 
staff needs.

2) The Federal States support citizens of developing countries who 
come to Germany for their vocational training. 

When choosing trainees who will be invited by the Federal States 
and whose training will be financed by them, the Federal States 
agree to work together with the Federal Government on questions of 
the sending country and training measures. So called free trainees 
(that is to say, trainees who do not come to Germany through inter-
governmental agreements) are also eligible for funding by the Fede-
ral States. The Federal Government should, however, bear the entire 
lodging, training and personal support costs for trainees it invites. In 
the future, the selection of trainees should become more demanding 
and better language training should be ensured.

3) Subsidies by the Federal States for organisations worthy of financi-
al support - because they dedicate themselves to supporting trainees 
and students in general and also because they set up contact with 
citizens from developing countries residing in Germany - shall be co-
ordinated between the Federal States.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 03-04.05.1962
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE GERMAN FEDERAL 
STATES TO DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
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Traditionally, many strong, successful and efficient organizations, 
networks and initiatives are active in the federal state of Baden-
Württemberg. They are the main actors of development work. 
Therefore, the state development policy is characterized by 
the participation of the civil society. In February 2013, the sta-
te government approved the new Development Policy Guidelines 
(Entwicklungspolitische Leitlinien), which were developed through a 
participatory process that was at the time unique throughout Germa-
ny. Through the initiative “world:citizens consulted!” (Welt:Bürger 
gefragt!), more than 1,500 citizens from all over Baden-Württem-
berg as well as 120 organizations and associations actively helped 
defining these guidelines.

Even within the adoption of the Development Policy Guidelines the 
developing political dialogue is still undergoing. Every year citizens 
of Baden-Württemberg come together to the Annual Development 
Policy Conference to review the implementation of the Guidelines 
and work on new policy proposals. Furthermore, the Council for 
Development Cooperation (Rat für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit), 
which brings together experts from significant developmentally acti-
ve networks, advises the government in development issues.

Development policy in Baden-Württemberg is especially challen-
ging for the classic political core areas of the federal states: For 
example it concerns education policy when trying to incorporate 
Global Learning and Global Studying into the curricula of schools and 
universities, research efforts and university strategies for internati-
onalization. It also relates to economic policy in the areas of public 
procurement, the promotion of foreign trade and Fair Trade, as well 
as environmental policy focusing on questions of ecological sustaina-
bility. 

In Baden-Württemberg, development policy is a joint task that is pri-
marily supported by the efficient and professional commitment of its 
civil society. The government of Baden-Württemberg promotes this 
commitment but does not wish to replace it. The federal state me-
rely provides a reliable framework for advancing development policy 
and supporting its participants. The two foundations Development 
Co-operation Foundation (Stiftung Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) 
and Baden-Württemberg Foundation (Baden-Württemberg Stiftung) 
were established by the federal state of Baden-Württemberg to pro-
mote, advice and support private and municipal initiatives. The Of-
fice for Development Co-operation (Landesstelle für Entwicklungszu-
sammenarbeit) in the State Ministry (Staatsministerium) is available 
to all citizens, civil society organizations, ministries, municipalities 
and to the Parliament of Baden-Württemberg (Landtag) as direct and 
competent governmental partner. The federal state supports civic 
initiatives in the field of development policy by providing funds.

Since 2013, together with the Federal Government, Baden-Württem-
berg promotes the One-World-Promoters program (Eine-Welt-Promo-
toren-Programm). Eleven full-time positions within host



organizations of the civil society have already been created in order 
to support the valuable work of organizations, networks and initia-
tives in Baden-Württemberg. After the expiration of its pilot phase 
in 2015, Baden-Württemberg will continue to finance the program in 
2017. 

Every year, the “Fair Trade” exhibition (Messe FAIR HANDELN) 
provides a platform for the exchange of ideas, networking and joint 
initiatives to all active actors in Baden-Württemberg. With over 150 
exhibitors, the fair has become a flagship project of the Fair Trade 
movement with impact far beyond Baden-Württemberg. 
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BAVARIA

Development cooperation in the Free State of Bavaria aims at ma-
king the greatest possible contribution to the worldwide fight against 
poverty and to sustainable and peaceful development, as well as to 
international understanding. The state wants to improve the living 
conditions of people in developing and emerging countries and 
strengthen Good Governance. All this is based on the Guidelines of 
Development Policy Cooperation of the Free State of Bavaria which 
were approved on April 30th 2013 by the Government of Bavaria.

Bavaria is committed to many aspects of development cooperation 
and covers a lot of different topics, including Good Governance, po-
licy and institutional consulting, sustainable economic development, 
climate protection, environment and energy, scientific and techno-
logical cooperation, food security and rural areas, city development 
and building industry as well as culture, migration and development.

The cooperation with selected countries is based on mutual partner-
ship, it strengthens the own responsibility of the partner countries, 
it offers aid for self-help and ensures subsidiary and observance of 
international conventions and standards. 

The cultivation and development of relations with partner regions 
of the Free State of Bavaria play a special role thanks to a high level 
of mutual interest for cooperation. Besides these selected partner 
countries, the Free State of Bavaria is open to cooperation programs 
with other countries. 

Furthermore, the Free State of Bavaria intends to achieve a better 
understanding among the local population of the problems develo-
ping and emerging countries are facing, to demonstrate global con-
nections and interdependencies as well as to contribute to sustaina-
ble development worldwide. This is why international activities are 
complemented by domestic activities such as development education 
and information in schools and extra-curricular activities, network 
building and cooperation with non-governmental organisations in the 
“One-World” sector.

Within the Bavarian State Government, the Bavarian State Chan-
cellery is the coordinator of development policy and, in the case of 
inter-departmental issues, it has the leading role. The respective 
government departments carry out measures on their own responsi-
bility.
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Think globally, act locally: This is the goal that Berlin’s Office for De-
velopment Cooperation (Landesstelle für Entwicklungszusammenar-
beit des Landes Berlin - LEZ) aims to live up to through a variety of 
activities. Over 100 embassies, numerous international associations 
and political foundations as well as over 300 development actors 
make Berlin to a centre of multifaceted international knowledge and 
of outstanding worldwide contact and communication opportunities. 

The LEZ and Berlin’s Senate are supported in their work by the Ad-
visory Board for Development Cooperation (Beirat für Entwicklungs-
zusammenarbeit), a committee of experts in development policy. 
The management of project funding for Berlin’s non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) is taken over by the Foundation North-South 
Bridges (Stiftung Nord-Süd Brücken - SNSB) on behalf of the LEZ. 
Civic engagement also makes an important contribution to Berlin‘s 
development cooperation and is largely represented and supported 
through Berlin’s Development Cooperation Council (Berliner Ent-
wicklungspolitischer Ratschlag – BER). BER is an important reference 
point for NGOs and initiates discussion processes with and within the 
civil society.

In June 2012, the Berlin Senate adopted the new Development Policy 
Guidelines. Hereby competence fields were established on which 
Berlin focuses its development policy. These include: development 
educational and information work, maintaining town partnerships, 
training of specialists and managers on an international scale as well 
as exercising its network function as the federal capital. The new 
Guidelines stand for Berlin’s decision to modernize its development 
cooperation work. They recognize the need for a worldwide develop-
ment of all states and supersede the idea of a one-sided develop-
ment policy of giving and receiving. This is to be pursued through 
equitable international policies which equally take into considerati-
on the responsibility towards economic weaker countries.

The Guidelines point to the inter-dependency between development 
cooperation and international and inter-cultural cooperation in the 
fields of economy, culture, education, science, public sector and 
migration.

Within the field of development cooperation, Berlin dedicates 
special attention to the development of skills in Global Learning, 
i.e. in understanding global inter-dependencies as well as to the 
promotion of Fair Trade and fair procurement. Berlin sees the main 
task of its commitment therefore in development education. Here, 
the LEZ is supported by the Development Education and Information 
Centre (Entwicklungspolitisches Bildungs- und Informationszentrum 
e.V. - EPIZ) as well as by the Foundation North-South Bridges (SNSB). 
By conveying knowledge about foreign cultures and countries and 
clarifying the causes of negative developments in industrialized and 
developing countries the reputation of Berlin as a cosmopolitan and 
tolerant city gets consolidated.

The large number of refugees and the implementation of the Sus-

BERLIN
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tainable Development Goals create new challenges for Berlin. As a 
contribution to Berlin’s refugee policy, the LEZ will deal with the 
areas of migration, integration and welcoming culture and hence 
implement one of the guiding principles of the Development Policy 
Guidelines. To implement the Sustainable Development Goals the 
LEZ will develop and support initiatives.

Organizations such as the GIZ (Gesellschaft für Internationale Zu-
sammenarbeit), Engagement Global, German Institute for Develop-
ment (Deutsches Institut für Entwicklung – DIE), Berlin’s Association 
for International Cooperation (Berliner Gesellschaft für internatio-
nale Zusammenarbeit mbH – BGZ), Seminar for Rural Development 
(Seminar für ländliche Entwicklung – SLE) are important partners of 
Berlin’s development policy. Also, close cooperation takes place with 
the ASA-Programme as well as the Alumni programme of the Techni-
cal University of Berlin. Joint events are organized within forums for 
international exchange of experiences. 

On the initiative of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusam-
menarbeit und Entwicklung – BMZ) the federal states have initiated 
a “Promoter”- Program (Promotor/innen-Programm). The One-
World-Promoters work within development organizations and initia-
tives. These experts promote global responsible thinking and acting 
and mobilize for more commitment to issues of sustainable develop-
ment. Berlin’s Promoter-Program is coordinated by Berlin’s Deve-
lopment Cooperation Council (BER) and managed by the Foundation 
North-South Bridges (SNSB). Currently, eight Promoters are working 
in the following fields of action: strengthening civic engagement, 
fair and sustainable economy, decolonization and anti-racism, Global 
Learning, climate and resource justice as well as municipal develop-
ment cooperation.

The LEZ supports a variety of NGOs developmental projects in the 
area of development education and information work as well as 
school and town partnership projects. The support of NGOs par-
ticularly enables the LEZ to shape and encourage a wide range of 
development education and volunteer work. 

The development support of Berlin’s NGOs was very positively evalu-
ated in 2010. To further promote their work and to gain the interest 
of more citizens in development policy areas, the LEZ is supporting 
the creation of a One World Centre (Eine-Welt-Zentrum). The pro-
ject aims to become a key development site in Berlin.

In addition to national initiatives, the LEZ also promotes European 
projects. Between 2013 and 2015, the LEZ carried out a follow-up 
project of the Europe Aid award-winning „Awareness for Fairness“, 
which had aimed to improve the quality of Global Learning and 
anchor the concept in the educational landscape of the EU. The pro-
gram intends to anchor developmental subjects more in school and 
non-school curricula as well as in teaching practices. 
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The implementation of the project “Global Fairness” serves LEZ’s 
policy objectives in development cooperation in the subject area 
Global Learning and strengthens Berlin’s town partnership with 
Prague. In the long term, the purpose is to achieve more aware-
ness of global fairness issues and ultimately changes in consumer 
behavior.

In collaboration with European partners and the EPIZ e.V., Berlin 
promotes the cooperation of committed stakeholders and the esta-
blishment and improvement of networks in the field of sustainable 
development and good governance. With Berlin as lead partner and 
in cooperation with BGZ and EPIZ e.V., the project TriNet Global – 
“Local Authorities, Business Sector and Universities as Agents for 
Change” has been successfully implemented. The exchange of best 
practice and the innovative implementation of projects are supposed 
to strengthen sustainable development and the involvement of 
cities, industry and universities. Berlin’s focus within these pro-
jects were discussions and workshops on city infrastructure and its 
improvement on a global scale, promoting companies participation 
in international activities as well as the development and pilot-like 
implementation of learning modules for Global Learning in universi-
ties. As part of the Asia-Pacific Weeks 2015 and TriNet Global, new 
approaches and strategies for the implementation of Innovation Labs 
as a multi-stakeholder approach to development cooperation were 
worked on by participants in an interactive workshop.
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The stipulations of the constitution of Brandenburg serve as the 
framework of and as mandate for international cooperation, peace 
policy and human rights. Within the constitution, Brandenburg 
commits to an equal, legally binding and responsible cooperation 
with foreign partners in accordance with a “One-World”-policy.

Since development policy is a cross-sectional task, the government 
of Brandenburg relies on regional committed groups and non-
governmental organizations as well as on the Association of 
Development NGOs in Brandenburg (Verbund entwicklungspolitischer 
Nichtregierungsorganisationen in Brandenburg – VENROB). 

The aim of the cooperation is to raise public awareness about 
problems of sustainable development, to inform about global 
interdependencies and to point out necessary alternatives. A 
further aim is to foster a better understanding of Global North-
South challenges and mutual tolerance. To achieve these purposes 
seminars, lecture series, concerts, exhibitions and publications are 
organized.

The responsible Ministry of Justice, Europe and Consumer 
Protection in Brandenburg takes on a coordinating role. On 31 
May 2012, the „Development Policy Guidelines for Brandenburg“ 
(Entwicklungspolitische Leitlinien der Landesregierung) were 
agreed upon after a fruitful consultation process with the actors of 
Brandenburg’s development policy.

These guidelines contain:

• the commitment of the federal state government to development 
policy and its integration into a general context of sustainable 
development

• the constitutional regulations 

• the nationwide integration

• the Brandenburg-specific implementation with concrete priority-
setting 

• the creation of a transparent monitoring system, which should 
ensure that the guidelines are up-to-date in the long run

• the Round Table for Development Policy Brandenburg (Round Table 
Entwicklungspolitik Brandenburg), which should help to implement a 
process of committed involvement, in order to firmly embed topics 
related to development policy into all policies of the federal state.

The government of Brandenburg considers the measures adopted 
through the „Development Policy Guidelines“ to be a specific 
contribution of Brandenburg to the recent resolutions of the Minister 
Presidents of the federal states and therefore to the concrete 
implementation of the joint responsibility regarding development 
policy of the German Federal Government, the federal states and 

BRANDENBURG
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the municipalities.

The responsible Committee for European Affairs and Development 
Policy (Fachausschuss für Europa- und Entwicklungspolitik) within the 
state government of Brandenburg regularly invites non-governmental 
organizations and ministries for public discussions. 

•	 Development Policy Guidelines for Brandenburg: http://
entwicklungspolitik-brandenburg.mixxt.de/networks/files/
file.103874
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The Bremen Senate adopted in March 2015 the „Development Policy 
Guidelines of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen“. They are the re-
sult of a broad participatory process with the civil society and form 
the basis for the future action of the Bremen Senate in development 
issues.

All social and political sectors in Bremen are called upon to review 
and align their policies in terms of promoting development, susta-
inability and equitable conditions in order to encourage a common 
perception of responsibility for Our World, in which the Global North 
also needs to make steps towards fundamental political, social and 
economic changes.

With its development policy commitment Bremen wants to contribu-
te to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
to combating poverty, human rights violations, social inequality and 
environmental destruction. To achieve these purposes, the Senate of 
Bremen commits itself also on the national and EU level. 

The three main thematic focus areas of Bremen’s development 
policy are currently: the developmental information and educational 
work; international projects that promote sustainable social, envi-
ronmental and economic development; the promotion of Fair Trade 
in Bremen and at the European level. Since 2011, Bremen has been 
carrying the title of „Fair Trade Capital“. Since 2014 Bremen and 
Bremerhaven are both Fairtrade Towns.

An important basis and foundation of Bremen’s development coope-
ration is the civic engagement of numerous developmental initiati-
ves and associations. Bremen therefore promotes projects of these 
partners in the field of development educational work as well as 
participatory project approaches in the countries of the Global South 
which support local sustainable development.

Twin and friend towns are also an important part of Bremen‘s 
international relations. They promote exchange and mutual learning 
on an equal footing. For many years Bremen has been cooperating 
with the cities of Durban / South Africa and Windhoek / Namibia. 
Environmental and resource protection, education for sustainable 
development as well as cultural and youth exchange are hereby 
essential aspects.

BREMEN
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For a long time now, Hamburg has contributed to sustainable deve-
lopment on a global scale. Projects and measures of development 
cooperation abroad just as development education and information 
are the most significant features of Hamburg’s development policy. 

The support of projects abroad focuses on the areas of eliminating 
the causes of poverty, on fostering gender mainstreaming, improving 
health care as well as on measures for environment and resource 
protection. On the other hand, a further focus area is the improve-
ment of the municipal infrastructure in urban areas. 

Of special significance are measures to improve the general living 
conditions in León (Nicaragua), twin city of Hamburg since 1989, 
and in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), twin city of Hamburg since 2010, 
with which the development of a municipal climate partnership has 
been in place since 2011. In 2005, the Senate of Hamburg created 
the Foundation Asia-Bridge (Stiftung Asien-Brücke) as an indepen-
dent promotional instrument for sustainable development projects 
in South and South East Asia. The municipality of Hamburg also 
supports directly non-governmental groups and initiatives in order 
to encourage the commitment of the civil society as well as to raise 
awareness on development aspects.

Measures for professional development are important complements 
of project funding. By providing research fellowships, Hamburg 
invites, above all, specialists from Nicaragua, Tanzania and India to 
Hamburg to take part in qualification programs.

Hamburg appreciates the work of its active citizens in the field of 
development policy and awareness-raising and cooperates with 
numerous non-governmental organizations and initiatives. Especially 
the support of the Hamburg One-World Network (Eine-Welt-Netzwerk 
Hamburg e.V.) is a vivid example of the close cooperation with ac-
tors of the civil society. Since 2006, the Hamburg Senate participates 
in the Network Fair Hamburg (Hamburg mal fair), a cooperation net-
work of several local actors in the field of development educational 
and information work that aims to promote Fair Trade. Since 2008, 
Hamburg’s public procurement entities demand that tenders include 
a declaration of compliance with the ILO core labor standards in the 
production process of goods that are delivered to Hamburg. In 2011, 
Hamburg was awarded the title Fair Trade City. Hamburg contributes 
to the “One-World”-Promoters Program (Fachpromotorenprogram) 
with three appointments, one related to Fair Trade, another to Mi-
gration, Diaspora and Development and the other to Global Learning.

In the orientation of its development activities the Senate consults 
the appointed Hamburger Council for Sustainable Development Poli-
cy (Hamburger Rat für nachhaltige Entwicklungspolitik).

Hamburg’s development policy extends to further areas in which it 
has special resources and expertise such as North-South research 
at the German Institute for Global Area Studies (GIGA), cultural 
dialogue with countries in the Global South, promotion of South-

HAMBURG
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North trade as well as research and education in the field of tropical 
medicine.

HAMBURG
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HESSE

The federal state of Hesse is self-conscious of the challenges of glo-
balization. The federal state government (Landesregierung) supports 
the numerous actors of the civil society in their international rela-
tions and helps whenever its intervention as facilitator is necessary 
in order to provide access for private measures and programs.

Through development cooperation, Hesse contributes to the pro-
motion of trade and economic development as well as to ensuring 
the protection of human rights and the promotion of peace and 
understanding among nations. This way, Hesse contributes to the 
implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Economic development is a necessary condition in order to eliminate 
poverty. Strengthening the private sector helps enabling economic 
growth, employment, leads to employee qualification and genera-
tes income. Hence, Hesse’s development cooperation concentrates 
on projects aiming at economic growth and the integration of its 
partners into the global market. This represents also a means of 
improving the conditions in developing countries for foreign private 
investments. To achieve these purposes the government of Hesse 
works close together with associations and organizations active in 
the field of development cooperation, notably with the Network 
for Development Policy in Hesse (Entwicklungspolitisches Netzwerk 
Hessen) and with local actors of the economy. 

Hesse supports above all educational projects as well as projects 
facilitating the transfer of know-how and the strengthening of 
market-oriented economies – from self-help projects to qualification 
projects in international marketing.

These measures also include the promotion of Fair Trade. On the one 
hand, Fair Trade is a means of supporting producers in developing 
countries; on the other hand, it provides opportunities for action to 
citizens who, in their role as consumers, wish to contribute to a fair 
shaping of globalisation.

The federal state of Hesse supports development education and 
information, on globalisation issues and education for sustainable 
development, following the motto „shared responsibility in thinking 
and acting“. This enhances the understanding of global inter-depen-
dencies and encourages cooperation with partners in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America.
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MECKLENBURG WESTERN-POMERANIA

The State Chancellery of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania plays 
the leading role in the federal states’ development cooperation 
activities. It coordinates the tasks of development cooperation with 
the participating ministries and civil society institutions. This is done 
primarily through the annual Round Table that brings together autho-
rities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Special attention 
is given to the „Sustainable Development Goals“ adopted by the 
United Nations which underline the sustainability objectives of the 
One-World for the time between 2015 and 2030.

Since 2014, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania has been co-financing 
the Promoter-Program (Promotorenprogramm). Five field and regio-
nal Promoter positions have been created for this purpose. They con-
tribute to an enhanced understanding of democracy, human rights 
and social diversity and deal with issues of the One-World.

Another pillar of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania’s development 
cooperation is the often voluntary work of NGOs. Many initiatives 
of development cooperation have joined forces in the One-World 
Network (Eine-Welt-Landesnetzwerk). The Network addresses them 
through the annual “Development Policy Days in Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania” (Entwicklungspolitische Tage Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern - since November 2017 called „weltwechsel“), through 
educational projects of One-World groups as well as the numerous 
activities on Fair Trade (www.eine-welt-mv.de).

Since 2001, surpluses of the state-owned Bingo lottery of Mecklen-
burg-Western Pomerania have been utilized to support NGOs. The 
money is allocated to the North German Foundation for Environment 
and Development (Norddeutsche Stiftung für Umwelt und Entwick-
lung – NUE), which uses the funds for the promotion of environmen-
tal and nature conservation projects as well as development aid 
projects.

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania is an active member of the North-
German Partnership (Norddeutsche Partnerschaft – NUN). Within the 
framework of UNESCO‘s Global Programme of Action 2015 - 2019 the 
states of Hamburg, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania and Schleswig-
Holstein agreed to continue their existing collaboration. The focus is 
on the qualification and certification of training providers in the field 
of non-formal education for sustainable development. In this case, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Consumer Protection 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania assumes the coordinating role.  



BAYERN

36

LOWER SAXONY

Lower Saxony is committed to a range of activities in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and thus assumes responsibility for sustainable global deve-
lopment. The aim is to learn as much as possible from and with one 
another in the context of a global partnership and responsibility with 
cosmopolitanism and cross-cultural competence.

Lower Saxony focuses on three priority areas of development coope-
ration:

1. Partnership with the Eastern Cape (South Africa) since 1995

2. Project cooperation with Tanzania since 2010

3. Development educational and information work

As part of the development policy information and educational work 
within Lower Saxony, the State Chancellery promotes the Associati-
on Development Policy Lower Saxony (Verband Entwicklungspolitik 
Niedersachsen e.V. - VEN). The VEN is the network of development 
NGOs, initiatives and so-called One-World-Shops (Weltläden). The 
main focus of the VEN is the development educational and informa-
tion work. The funds are directed to the implementation of „IBQ 
- projects“ (information, education and skills) of NGOs in Lower 
Saxony in the field of development cooperation.

Since 2014 Lower Saxony has been co-financing the nationwide 
Promoter-Program (Promotorenprogramm). The aim is to raise 
awareness on development issues in Lower Saxony. The continuation 
of the program up to 2018 has been decided upon in 2015 and the 
financial means are guaranteed.

As part of a special program for humanitarian aid, Lower Saxony has 
decided to take in 70 traumatized women and children from nort-
hern Iraq in 2015. They are victims of extreme violence by fighters 
of the terrorist organization Islamic State, whom Lower Saxony is 
going to ensure a safe stay over the next two years. The regional 
government has decided to allocate 1.1 million euros in 2015 and 6.8 
million euros for the following years for the reception, accommoda-
tion and health care of these women and children.

2016 is planned to focus on the implementation and consolidation 
of the new Development Policy Guidelines and their linking with the 
Strategy for Sustainability of Lower Saxony, which is currently under 
revision. The intensified cooperation with development policy actors 
within the civil society - a positive effect of the process of drafting 
the guidelines - will be continued by, for example, giving these orga-
nizations an active part in developing the implementation strategy.

Furthermore, Lower Saxony participates in the newly established 
Bund-Länder-Program. With the involvement of GIZ’s office in Lower 
Saxony (Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit) project 
opportunities are currently being examined and planned to be appro-
ved by the end of January 2016.
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NORTH-RHINE-WESTPHALIA

Since October 2010, the responsibility for the “One-World”-policy 
in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) has been in the hands of the 
State Chancellery section of the Ministry for Federal, Europe and 
International Affairs. In December 2012, the Cabinet passed on a 
new „One-World”-Strategy, through which North Rhine-Westphalia 
underlines its global responsibility as the most populous federal 
state in Germany. The new “One-World”-Strategy functions as the 
basis for the future development work in North Rhine-Westphalia 
and for its development cooperation with partners in countries of 
the South. The strategy states the six strategic fields of action of the 
development contribution of North Rhine-Westphalia: education and 
youth; science and research; climate protection; economy; Good 
Governance and administrative action; participation of the civil 
society. Basic principles of the North Rhine-Westphalian involvement 
are global justice, sustainability, inter-departmental coherence and 
concentration. 

To implement the new strategy and to support civil society activities 
(in NRW there are approximately 3,000 developmental NGOs), North 
Rhine-Westphalia offers comprehensive aid arrangements:  It finan-
ces the joint program of the federal and state governments called 
“German Promoter Program for Development Education” (Promo-
torenprogramm für Entwicklungspolitische Bildungsarbeit), which 
is being conducted in NRW by the One-World-Network NRW (Eine-
Welt-Netz NRW) and the branch of Global Engagement in Düsseldorf. 
Altogether 15 regional coordinators and 11 specialized coordinators 
are currently being financed. In addition, North Rhine-Westphalia 
supports the Concrete Peace Service (Konkreter Friedensdienst 
NRW - KFD), a program aimed at helping annually about 400 young 
adults until up to the age of 27 spend time in developing countries. 
In 2012, the service was complemented with the REVERSE-Program, 
which enables young participants from NGOs in countries of the Glo-
bal South to come to North Rhine-Westphalia for advanced training. 
The federal state also has its own programs that support projects 
of NGOs working together with partner organizations in developing 
countries as well as programs for development policy activities of 
the municipalities in NRW and development educational and infor-
mation work of NGOs. The branch of Engagement Global in Düssel-
dorf implements all these programs. The Foundation for Environment 
and Development NRW (Stiftung Umwelt und Entwicklung Nordrhein-
Westfalen), also financed by the federal state, is a further actor in 
NRW supporting development policy projects.

North Rhine-Westphalia sets an example as a leading venue for Fair 
Trade with the nationwide trade fair „FA!R and Friends“, which has 
been taking place in Dortmund since 2010. More than 160 exhibiting 
companies from about 20 countries participate to the fair every year 
in September. North Rhine-Westphalia is also particularly involved 
in the school sector (Fair Trade Schools) and in the municipal sector 
(Fair Trade Towns; Fair Metropolis Ruhr). On 1 March 2013, the pro-
ject “new trade nrw – Office for sustainable procurement“ (Büro für 
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nachhaltige Beschaffung) took up its work with the goal to succes-
sively implement a sustainable, meaning an eco-social fair public 
procurement of goods on the basis of the NRW’s law on collective 
bargaining and public procurement. 

North Rhine-Westphalia has maintained partnerships with Ghana 
(since 2007) and Mpumalanga/South Africa (since 1995). Furthermo-
re, North Rhine-Westphalia supports the advancement of the City of 
Bonn as the German centre of development policy and of North-
South-dialogue. For this purpose NRW cooperates intensively with 
numerous actors in Bonn.
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Rhineland-Palatinate – Rwanda partnership 

In 1982, Rhineland-Palatinate and the Republic of Rwanda sealed 
through an exchange of letters between the two governments the 
first partnership between a German federal state and an African 
country. From the beginning, the basic idea was to develop a so-
called grassroots partnership, which should be decentralized and in 
touch with the people. The Rwandan partners autonomously propose 
projects ideas which they consider most urgent and necessary. On 
Rhineland-Palatinate’s side, the partners strive to provide the finan-
cial and material support.

The primary objectives include the improvement of education, the 
support of women as well as of the fields of health care and environ-
ment protection. More than 193 school partnerships contribute to 
soundly improve the school situation in Rwanda. Also, the perso-
nal contact between children and youngsters as well as between 
teachers and school management from Rhineland-Palatinate and 
Rwanda is encouraged. Vocational training is another important 
factor. Only by providing the proper vocational training it is possible 
to build qualified and skilled workers, which play an extremely im-
portant role for the economic development of Rwanda. A new focus 
area is engaging people with disabilities to contribute as important 
players in the partnership and thus help deepen the cooperation bet-
ween Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda. There are also an increasing 
number of projects that support renewable energies and environ-
mental protection. Rhineland-Palatinate’s economic actors are 
involved in the partnership to further advance the development in 
Rwanda. The partnership has grown tighter also in the fields of arts, 
culture and sports, which act as a bridge of understanding and foster 
cooperation between the two partners. Due to the many encounter 
trips over the past years, particularly young people were able to ex-
perience each other‘s culture and benefit from each other: Children 
and young people are the basis for the future of the partnership.

RHINELAND-PALATINATE
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SAARLAND

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IN SAARLAND

In Dialogue with non-governmental development organizations 
(NGOs)

The design of the development policy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany is a joint responsibility of the federal government, federal 
states and municipalities. In this sense, the State Government of 
Saarland has announced in its coalition agreement the intention to 
enhance and develop its development cooperation activities. Saar-
land draws the Minister of Education and Culture, Ulrich Commer-
çon, responsible for this area of action. His goal is to work closely 
with active NGOs in the field of development cooperation.

Consequently, global responsibility is exercised in Saarland together 
with development NGOs:  Partnerships with developing countries are 
maintained and development-related educational and information 
work as well as civic engagement for the „One World“ are promoted. 

Goals and priorities

Since development cooperation is also a task of the society as a 
whole, the successful work of private initiatives, churches and other 
NGOs receive particular financial and immaterial governmental sup-
port. Together we wish to make a concrete contribution to tackling 
world poverty, to ensure peace, to achieving democracy and to make 
globalization fairer.

Guidelines for Development Cooperation

The Guidelines for Development Cooperation for Saarland are cur-
rently being developed together with NGOs in an open and purpose-
ful dialogue process, following the principles of global sustainable 
development. Hereby, the Millennium Declaration of the United 
Nations and the Resolutions of the Minister Presidents of the Federal 
States of 2008 and 2014 build the programmatic framework.

The Guidelines will define principles of action and will be concre-
tized through the description of measures. Fair Trade, Global Lear-
ning and sustainable procurement have been established as essential 
topics.

The Advisory Board on Development Cooperation

The Advisory Board on Development Cooperation (Beirat Entwick-
lungszusammenarbeit) supports the Ministry significantly in the 
approval of applications for development project and program 
activities. The projects that are to receive financial support are se-
lected by the Advisory Board together with development cooperation 
initiatives and associations that are represented in the board. 



BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG

41

SAXONY

The Free State of Saxony supports the goal of a sustainable develop-
ment according to the Millennium Declaration of the United Nations 
2000. Sharing the responsibility with the federal government and the 
municipalities, the state of Saxony attempts to contribute to and 
promote development cooperation. This was reconfirmed through 
the signing of the 2014 Resolution on Development Policy of the 
Minister Presidents of the German Federal States. 

The state government of Saxony strives to carry out development co-
operation as a cross-sectional task with the significant participation 
of the civil society and of the Development Policy Network of Saxony 
(Entwicklungspolitisches Netzwerk Sachsen e.V.). In particular, 
Saxony supports development education and information in schools 
so that, among other things, extracurricular all-day learning pro-
grams can be provided. The State Ministry of Education supports the 
Co-ordination Centre of “Education for Sustainable Development”, 
which provides the framework for mutual exchange and networking 
of formal and informal education. 

Every year, a series of events under the name Saxony Development 
Education Days (Sächsische Entwicklungspolitische Bildungstage) and 
the Agenda 21 Exhibition take place with the support of the State 
Ministry of Education (Staatsministerium für Kultus). The exhibition 
is featured every year in a different region of Saxony and presents 
various aspects of public commitment in the context of sustaina-
ble education. This is accompanied by intermediation offers for 
educational multipliers who wish to discuss and disseminate issues 
of education for sustainable development. Furthermore, offers from 
associations, organisations, municipalities and rural districts that 
show citizens of Saxony the situation and the problems of developing 
countries are supported.

Complex problems of educational institutions in every day work in 
Germany sometimes have the effect that global problems that future 
generations will have to deal with are not given enough attention. 
This is way it is important, that formal school education includes 
questioning equal chances of different regions of the world, questi-
ons of future opportunities for the coming generations and of social 
justice. Art. 1 of Saxony’s School Law on the “Educational Mandate 
of Schools” stipulates among other things that school education 
teaches children social conduct, altruism and sense of responsibility. 
The State Ministry of Education (Staatsministerium für Kultus) has 
started together with the Development Policy Network of Saxony 
(Entwicklungspolitisches Netzwerk Sachsen e.V.) and Engagement 
Global a website that provides information on educational offers, 
on seminars and materials on the topic of sustainable development 
(www.bne-sachsen.de). 

Furthermore, several inside-the-school professional trainings (so 
called SCHILF) are being offered for school teachers dealing with the 
subject area of global development. These trainings can be included 
within the planning of educational days. They include topics such as 
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as “Diversity in children’s books”, “Germany as a migration socie-
ty” or “Child rights and child labor”. Starting with the school year 
2015/2016 further trainings will be offered regionally on the “Ori-
entation Framework for the Learning Area of Global Development” 
(Orientierungsrahmen für den Lernbereich globale Entwicklung).

The program STUBE (Studienbegleitprogramm für Studierende aus Af-
rika, Asien und Lateinamerika) offers weekend seminars and one-day 
events for students from developing countries. Partial scholarships 
for working on a scientific project in the students’ home regions are 
designed to prevent young people from losing contact with their 
country of origin during their studies. This program is organised by a 
cross-confessional institution in Saxony and is partly financed by the 
Saxon Ministry for Science and Art (Sächsisches Staatsministerium für 
Wissenschaft und Kultur).

The second scientific institute in Germany of the United Nations 
University based in Dresden was established in 2010 and is financi-
ally supported by the Free State of Saxony and the Federal Ministry 
of Education and Research (Bundesministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung). The United Nations University Institute for Integrated 
Management of Material Fluxes and of Resources (UNU-FLORES) 
develops international strategies for sustainable resource use. 
International scientists research in particular on integrated manage-
ment of natural resources such as water, soil and waste. The focus 
is on emerging and developing countries. UNU-FLORES constitutes 
an important link between science and politics by contributing to 
finding appropriate solutions for global challenges. The former twin 
research institute in Maputo, Mozambique, is now part of UNU-
FLORES.

Since 1991, the GIZ GmbH (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit) has run an international educational centre in 
Zschortau near Leipzig. As a partner of the GIZ, the Free State of 
Saxony also takes part in outlining the contents of the courses. The 
Saxon Ministry of Environment and Agriculture (Sächsisches Staats-
ministerium für Umwelt und Landwirtschaft) and its competent 
authorities contribute particularly to the transfer of knowledge in 
developing countries by means of advisory activities or exchange of 
experience.

The State Government of Saxony regards itself as a dialogue partner 
of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Ent-
wicklung - BMZ), of the federal states as well as of implementation 
organisations of the Federal development cooperation and of non-
governmental organisations.
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SAXONY-ANHALT

Among the main activities related to development cooperation in 
the Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt are development information 
activities, education and publicity work, as well as the support 
of non-governmental development organisations (NGOs) including 
corresponding network structures, practice-oriented education and 
training of foreign specialists, as well as supporting measures for 
humanitarian aid.

The co-ordination of the development cooperation of Saxony-Anhalt 
is held by the Ministry of Economy, Science and Digitalisation (Minis-
terium für Wirtschaft, Wissenschaft und Digitalisierung). The main 
development cooperation activities are rooted in the Development 
Policy Guidelines, which were compiled by more than 70 develop-
ment organisations, groups and associations and then adopted by the 
state government of Saxony-Anhalt in 2000.

Development NGOs are supported as responsible entities for mea-
sures promoting development education and information activities, 
educational and publicity work and support of Fair Trade in Germany 
as well as for projects in developing and emerging countries. Target 
groups are kindergartens, schools, teachers and educators. The 
promotion of development-related education measures in Saxony-
Anhalt aims at strengthening the civil society’s understanding of and 
commitment to „One-World“ problems.

Besides promoting awareness-raising, the project „ Fair Saxony-
Anhalt - Sustainable Procurement“ (Faires Sachsen-Anhalt - nachhal-
tige Beschaffung) also provided companies and administrations with 
necessary information about the sustainable procurement of goods. 
Forums for employees have been organised as well.

Apart from NGOs, the federal state of Saxony-Anhalt also closely 
co-operates with the GIZ GmbH (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internati-
onale Zusammenarbeit) in many projects.

The projects supported abroad by Saxony-Anhalt aim directly at 
sustainable improvements of the population’s living conditions in 
developing and emerging countries. The guiding principle for these 
measures is the concept of „help for self-help“. 
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SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

The State Government of Schleswig-Holstein supports development 
policy initiatives through, among other things, an annual financial 
contribution to the One-World Network (Landesnetzwerk Bündnis 
Eine Welt – BEI) as well as to the Promoter Program (Promotoren-
programm), whereas four positions have been created in 2012 in 
cooperation with the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. Furthermore, Schleswig-Holstein works hand in hand 
on the basis of mutual trust with BEI within the framework of nation-
wide committees for development cooperation.

The Ministry for Energy, Agriculture, Environment, Nature and Digi-
talization (Ministerium für Energiewende, Landwirtschaft, Umwelt, 
Natur und Digitalisierung - MELUR) also cooperates with the Service 
Agency Communities in One World (Servicestelle Kommunen in der 
Einen Welt) and the Lutheran-Protestant Church of Northern Germa-
ny. A high-level agreement was signed with the Church of Northern 
Germany. Development projects by non-governmental organizations 
are subsidised by BINGO, the state-owned lottery. 

Beside the support of municipal and school-related North-South part-
nerships, MELUR prioritizes awareness-raising measures, for example 
in the areas of sustainable and fair procurement and Fair Trade as 
well as educational work within the UNESCO Global Action Pror-
gramme on Education for Sustainable Development. These projects 
are run by the Ministry, mostly in cooperation with the “Educational 
Centre for Nature, Environment and Rural Areas” (Bildungszentrum 
für Natur, Umwelt und ländliche Räume – BNUR). Global Learning 
and development policy subjects are also part of educational work 
in schools within the framework of Schleswig-Holstein’s initiative 
“School of the Future.SH” (Zukunftsschule.SH). Several schools have 
already contributed to projects in this area. 

With the aim of supporting climate protection, Schleswig-Holstein 
has joined the Initiative “Global Climate Leadership” in 2015. MELUR 
supports the cooperation between participants from the economic 
and academic sectors in Schleswig-Holstein, who, together with 
their Mexican partners, work in the field of renewable energies and 
climate protection within the framework of the German-Mexican 
Climate Alliance. 

Every year, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and the WTSH GmbH 
jointly fund a training program for specialized personnel from the 
Chinese province of Zhejiang.

Multi-facetted cooperation with developing countries exists in the 
area of university research and educational work: 

• The Flensburg University of Applied Sciences and the Polytechnic of 
Namibia constitute a centre of excellence for logistics in Namibia. 

In Kenya, Schleswig-Holstein contributes to the construction of a 
Kenyan - German Centre for Data Analytics with the Jomo Kenyatta 
University of Agriculture and Technology. 

In Indonesia, Schleswig-Holstein supports the DAAD- funded project 
„Subject-related partnerships with universities in developing coun-
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tries“ with the Jember University in the field of biotechnology.

• The Kiel University of Applied Sciences:

Faculty of Informatics and Electrical Engineering 

	 • Changchun, Jilin University 

	 • Hangzhou, Zhejiang Association for Science and Technology

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 

	 • Cooperation with the CDHAW (Chinese- German College at  
       Tongji University in Shanghai / China - double degree) in the  
       field of industrial engineering; Cooperation with the MDHK  
       (Mexican - German College at the Tec de Monterrey /Mexico) in  
       the field of industrial engineering; Cooperation with the IGCHE 
       (Indo-German Center for Higher Education at the PSG College 
       Coimbatore / India) in mechanical engineering.

Faculty of Economy 

	 • Cooperation with the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Institute collaborations: Institute for Interdisciplinary Gender Re-
search and Diversity (IGD)

	 • Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh

	 • Universitas Kristen Indonesia, Jakarta

	 • Universitas Muhammadiyah, Yogyakarta

Cross-Departmental cooperation:

	 • Hangzhou, China Jiliang University

	 • Qingdao, Ocean University of China ( OUC )

	 • Puebla, Universidad de las Américas ( UDLA )

	 • University of Pretoria, South Africa

• The Lübeck University of Applied Sciences cooperates with:

	 • its subsidiary e-learning company oncampus GmbH and the pri 
       vate Ethiopian Admas College to maintain a public-private  
       partnership in order to test the acceptance of German e-lear    
       ning methods in Africa;

	 • the East China University of Science and Technology in Shanghai  
       in the degree courses of Environmental Engineering and Infor 
       mation Technology; the Schleswig-Holstein Company for the 
       Promotion of Economic Development and Technology Transfer 
       (Wirtschaftsförderung und Technologietransfer Schleswig- 
       Holstein GmbH) to place Chinese graduates in Schleswig- 
       Holstein-based companies of communication, information and  
       media technology as well as environmental engineering;

	 • the Zhejiang University of Technology (ZJUT) in the field of  
       architecture as well as with the Zhejiang University of Science  
       and Technology (ZUST) in civil engineering. 

• Lübeck University:

45



BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG

46

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

	 • Awards scholarships to medical exchange students from partner  
       universities in Ukraine, Moldova, Namibia and China;

	 • In addition, student exchanges with Zhejiang University in China  
       are funded in the area of informatics as well as one PhD position  
       at the University of Lübeck for medical guest researchers from  
       Zhejiang University;

	 • A further research exchange program with partner universities  
       in Moldova and Namibia, financed through third party funds, and  
       a „train-the-trainer“ program aimed at building up the local  
       university curriculum, have been brought into being. 

• Europe-University of Flensburg: 

	 • A three-semester Master program „Energy and Environmental  
       Management“, including an optional focus on industrialised or  
       developing countries.

• Christian-Albrechts-University of Kiel (CAU):

	 • research networks and study programs with both BRICS and 

       developing countries;

	 • Awarding of scholarships to foreign students and doctoral can 
       didates from different countries, many of which from emerging  
       and developing countries; 30 years of cooperation with the  
       Zhejiang University (ZJU) in China. Recent expansion of this 
       cooperation to the area of Marine Sciences as well as an  
       intensive cooperation between the Chinese Centre of CAU with  
       ZJU. Concerning Marine Sciences, an intensive cooperation with 
       the Ocean University of Qingdao in the People’s Republic of  
       China also exists;

• The Members of the Kiel Cluster of Excellence „The Future Ocean“ 
participate in capacity building activities on the Cape Verde Islands, 
and, within the context of the Chair of UNESCO/IOC for Marine 
Sciences, in projects such as TTR (Training-through-Research), the 
exchange of Master’s students and doctoral candidates, summer 
schools and targeted research for localised impact. 

•	 In the field of marine sciences a long-standing cooperation has 
been established between GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research Kiel and Cape Verde in building a branch office with Ocean 
Observatory, capacity building for predicting the variability of the 
regional coastal uplift and climate under an STC project by the coas-
tal states in South-Western Africa; The TRION project, which serves 
the biogeochemical method development, is also supposed to make 
a contribution to the peace process in the Middle East through active 
scientific communication, cooperation and sustainable networking 
between researchers from the Palestinian territories and Israel:
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THURINGIA

Development cooperation is a key task of international politics. Even 
if the competencies for development cooperation basically lie within 
the Federal Government, the Free State of Thuringia aims to provide 
its own case-by-case or project-based contribution to this field area 
and to cooperate with the Federal Government.

In the Guidelines for Development Cooperation (Leitlinien der Thü-
ringer Entwicklungszusammenarbeit) adopted on January 2nd 1996, 
the Free State of Thuringia acknowledged its responsibility for deve-
lopment policy. Accordingly, the aim of the Free State of Thuringia 
has always been the improvement of living conditions of individuals 
through development cooperation. True to the principle of self-help, 
over the last twenty years numerous measures of vocational training 
of professionals in Thuringia or in their home countries as well as 
corresponding projects have been promoted. The collaboration with 
the Kingdom of Cambodia in the field of environment has been the 
focus of international cooperation for many years.

The Thuringian State Government sees development cooperation as 
a cross-cutting area and thus supports initiatives and projects of the 
development policy network in Thuringia. The One World Network 
Thuringia (Eine Welt Netzwerk Thüringen), as an umbrella organi-
zation of the development policy commitment of Thuringian NGOs, 
is the most important cooperation partner of the Thuringian State 
Government. Furthermore, the Free State of Thuringia welcomes the 
work of social groups, churches and other non-governmental actors 
of development cooperation and supports them through mutual in-
formation and experience exchange in their self-responsible action.

The main focus of Thuringia’s development policy is sustainable 
education. Since 1995, it has been supporting the “Thuringia days of 
educational and information in the field of development (Thüringer 
Entwicklungspolitischen Bildungs- und Informationstage – THEBIT) 
aimed at familiarising pupils of Thuringia with the problems of de-
veloping countries and, consequently, at contributing to dismantling 
xenophobia and the promotion of tolerance.

Against the backdrop of the „Development Year 2015“ with nu-
merous international decisions, whose implementation lay in the 
responsibility of each individual, another focus of Thuringia’s govern-
ment will be addressing how the worldwide Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) can be successfully implemented. The starting point 
for the discussion process on this issue is going to be the FutureTour 
(ZukunftsTour) of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development with its stop in Thuringia in February 2016. 
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The Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South (Informations-
stelle Bildungsauftrag Nord-Süd), within World University Service (WUS) 
– German Committee in Wiesbaden since 1991, works to provide greater 
transparency and visibility of the wide range of activities.

The basis for its work is the Resolution of the Minister Presidents of the 
Federal States on Development Cooperation dating back to October 28, 
1988. In this paper the necessity of increased inclusion of development 
contents in educational work in school and extra-school education was 
defined. “The Minister Presidents of the Federal States intend to increase 
the inclusion of development politics into school and extra-school edu-
cation in order to increase awareness and understanding for Third World 
problems.”

The objective of the Information Centre is to intensify communication 
and the flow of information as well as to help building networks in the 
field of Development Education and Global Learning. 

Networking 
// �Cooperation within regional, national and european networks 
// �Cooperation within governmental, non-governmental and cross-secto-

ral committees

Consulting

// ��Mediation and consultancy for disseminators of Global Learning

Publications 
// �Print-Newsletter Educational Mandate North-South (in German) 

// �Online-Newsletter Educational Mandate North-South (in German)
// �Online-Booklet „German Federal States in Development Policy“ (in 

German and English)
// �Homepage with information on educational programmes, regional and 

national news, events, adresses, campaignes amd action programmes 
// �One of the most comprehensive event calender on North-South topics 

Germany-wide
// �ENGLOB: european-wide data bank on Global Learning 

Events 
// �Contribution to the planing and implementation of events run by 

governmental and non-governmental actors

Campaignes 
// �Cooperation with and coordination of european-wide campaignes such 

as the Global Education Week (www.globaleducationweek.de) and the 
Global Education Campaign (www.bildungskampagne.org)

Contact 
World University Service (WUS), Information Centre Educational Mandate 
North-South, Goebenstr. 35, 65195 Wiesbaden, Tel. +49 611 9446170,  
Fax +49 611 446489, infostelle@wusgermany.de, www.wusgermany.de, 
www.wusgermany.de/en, www.informationsstelle-nord-sued.de, www.
wusgermany.de/en/globales-lernen/information-centre-educational-
mandate-north-south

INFORMATION CENTRE EDUCATIONAL 
MANDATE NORTH-SOUTH
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DEPARTMENTS ON DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
WITHIN THE GERMAN FEDERAL STATES GOVERNMENTS

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG 
STATE MINISTRY
Ref. 53 Development Cooperation 
Dr. Simone Höckele-Häfner 
simone.hoeckele-haefner@stm.bwl.de  
Dr. Christoph Grammer  
christoph.grammer@stm.bwl.de 
Rebecca Nietmann 
rebecca.nietmann@stm.bwl.de 
Richard-Wagner-Str. 15, 70184 Stuttgart 
Tel. +49 711 2153-359, - 281, -271; Fax +49 711 2153-255, -526 
www.stm.baden-wuerttemberg.de

BAVARIA
STATE CHANCELLERY 
International Relation, Development Cooperation, Flight and Migration, 
Africa und Middle East (not including Israel) 
Melanie Habelitz-Wollgam 
melanie.habelitz-wollgam@stk.bayern.de 
Katharina Streubel 
katharina.streubel@stk.bayern.de 
Franz-Josef-Strauß-Ring 1, 80539 München 
Tel. +49 89 2165-2334, -2511; Fax +49 89 2165-3473 
www.bayern.de/staatsregierung/europapolitik-und-regionale-bezie-
hungen/bayerische-entwicklungszusammenarbeit/

BERLIN 
SENATE DEPARTMENT FOR ECONOMICS, ENERGY AND PUBLIC  
ENTERPRISES 
State Office for Development Cooperation (LEZ) 
Dr. Rainer Seider  
rainer.seider@senweb.berlin.de  
Stefani Reich 
stefani.reich@senweb.berlin.de 
Martin-Luther-Str. 105, 10825 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 9013-8270, -7409, Fax +49 30 9013-7490 
www.berlin.de/lez

BRANDENBURG 
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS AND FOR CONSUMER 
PROTECTION
Department for European and International Relations 
Dr. Irene Heuser 
irene.heuser@mdjev.brandenburg.de 
Detlev Groß  
detlev.gross@mdjev.brandenburg.de 
Heinrich-Mann-Allee 107, 14473 Potsdam 
Tel. +49 331 866-3410, -3411, Fax +49 331 886-3402 
www.mdjev.brandenburg.de; www.europa.brandenburg.de 
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BREMEN
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE FOR FEDERAL AND EUROPE AND 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION
Department Europe and Development Cooperation 
Silke Goethe 
silke.goethe@ez.bremen.de 
Johanna Reimers 
johanna.reimers@ez.bremen.de 
Jörn Hendrichs 
joern.hendrichs@ez.bremen.de 
Dr. Shazia Aziz Wülbers 
shaziaaziz.wuelbers@europa.bremen.de 
Timm Kroeger  
timm.kroeger@ez.bremen.de
Ansgaritorstr. 22, 28195 Bremen
Tel. +49 421 361-2987, -2987, -4505, -4041, -2194;  
Fax +49 421 496 -2648, -4505
www.ez.bremen.de, www.fairer-handel.bremen.de

HAMBURG
SENATE CHANCELLERY OF THE FREE AND HANSEATIC TOWN OF HAM-
BURG
ST 22 Department Development Policy  
Wolfgang Grätz  
wolfgang.graetz@sk.hamburg.de  
Hermannstr. 15, 20095 Hamburg  
Tel. +49 40 42831-2500, Fax +49 40 427915-360 
www.hamburg.de/entwicklungspolitik 

HESSE
MINISTRY OF ECONOMICS, ENERGY, TRANSPORT AND REGIONAL DEVE-
LOPMENT MINISTRY
Foreign trade, location promotion, development cooperation  
Gilbert Blumenstiel  
gilbert.blumenstiel@wirtschaft.hessen.de 
Hannelore Holland
hannelore.holland@wirtschaft.hessen.de
Kaiser-Friedrich-Ring 75, 65185 Wiesbaden 
Tel. +49 611 815-2283, -2402, Fax +49 611 81549-2283, -2402 
www.wirtschaft.hessen.de

MECKLENBURG-VORPOMMERN
STATE CHANCELLERY 
Department 170 - Joint Managing Authority  
Bernhard Schwarz  
bernhard.schwarz@stk.mv-regierung.de
Manuela Weiland
manuela.weiland@stk.mv-regierung.de
Schloßstraße 2-4, 19053 Schwerin 
Tel. +49 385 588-1171, -1172 
www.regierung-mv.de 
www.europa-mv.de
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LOWER-SAXONY
STATE CHANCELLERY
Department 207 International Cooperation, Development Cooperation 
Nicole Ewert-May
nicole.ewert@stk.niedersachsen.de
Gabriele Schwarzer  
gabriele.schwarzer@stk.niedersachsen.de 
Nina Truchseß 
nina.truchsess@stk.niedersachsen.de 
Planckstr. 2, 30169 Hannover 
Tel. +49 511 120-6787, -6791, -6809 
Fax +49 511 12099-6787, -6791 
www.niedersachsen.de/politik_staat/europa_internationales/ 
internationale_beziehungen/entwicklungszusammenarbeit/ 
entwicklungspolitik-19848.html 

NORTH-RHINE-WESTPHALIA
STATE CHANCELLERY - FEDERAL, EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
Department IV B 1 - International and Developmental Fundamental Issu-
es, International Affairs with North and South America  
Heike Dongowski  
heike.dongowski@stk.nrw.de 
Stadttor 1, 40219 Düsseldorf 
Tel. +49 211 837-1561 
Fax +49 211 837 1441 
https://mbem.nrw/de/einewelt
Department IV B 2 – International Affairs with the Middle East and Africa
Nicola Schwering 
nicola.schwering@stk.nrw.de 
Wael El-Gayar 
wael.el-gayar@stk.nrw.de 
Judith Schwethelm 
judith.schwethelm@stk.nrw.de 
Stadttor 1, 40219 Düsseldorf 
Tel. +49 211 837-1487, -1364, -1529

Department IV B 4 - Development education work, International Location 
Bonn, International Review
Anke Lehmann 
anke.lehmann@stk.nrw.de 
Dimitria Clayton 
dimitria.clayton@stk.nrw.de 
Jörg Wefers 
joerg.wefers@stk.nrw.de 
Birgit Schölermann 
birgit.schoelermann@stk.nrw.de 
Stadttor 1, 40219 Düsseldorf 
Tel. +49 211 837-1443, -1373, -1317, -1344 
Fax +49 211 837 1170
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RHINELAND-PALATINATE
MINISTERY OF THE INTERIOR AND FOR SPORT
Depatment Partnership Ruanda / Development policy 
Dr. Carola Stein  
carola.stein@mdi.rlp.de  
Schillerplatz 3–5, 55116 Mainz  
Tel. +49 6131 16-3479, Fax +49 6131 16-3335
www.mdi.rlp.de, www.mdi.rlp.de/de/unsere-themen/partnerschaften-
entwicklungspolitik

SAARLAND
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 
Department B5- Development cooperation, Education on sustainable 
development, UNESCO-schools
Dr. Michael Ernst  
m.ernst@bildung.saarland.de 
Katrin Frey  
k.frey@bildung.saarland.de 
Trierer Str. 33, 66111 Saarbrücken, Tel. +49 681 501-7236, -7923 
www.saarland.de/entwicklungszusammenarbeit.htm  
www.saarland.de/ministerium_bildung_kultur.htm

SAXONY
STATE CHANCELLERY
DEPARTMENT 33, International Affairs  
Marion Gündel 
marion.guendel@sk.sachsen.de 
Melanie Münch 
melanie.muench@sk.sachsen.de 
Archivstraße 1, 01097 Dresden, postal adress: 01095 Dresden 
Tel. +49 351 564-1464, -1463, Fax +49 351 564-1439 
www.sachsen.de

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Department 36, Political Education, Migration, Education on Sustainable 
Development
Albrecht Handke 
albrecht.handke@smk.sachsen.de 
Magdalena Metzler 
magdalena.metzler@smk.sachsen.de 
Carolaplatz 1, 01097 Dresden, postal adress: 01079 Dresden 
Tel. +49 351 564--2866, -2864, Fax +49 351 564-2809 
www.sachsen.de

MINISTRY FOR SCIENCE AND ARTS 
Managerial team and International Affairs 
Wolfgang Kill 
wolfgang.kill@smwk.sachsen.de 
Marita Friedrich 
marita.friedrich@smwk.sachsen.de 
Wigardstraße 17, 01097 Dresden,  
postal adress: Postfach 10 09 20, 01079 Dresden, Tel. +49 351 564-6012 
www.sachsen.de
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MINISTRY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE 
Department 22, Fundamental Issues, International Cooperation, EU 
Christoph Schmitt 
christoph.schmitt@smul.sachsen.de 
Archivstraße 1, 01097 Dresden, postal adress: 01095 Dresden 
Tel. +49 351 564-2272, Fax +49 351 564 2229 
www.sachsen.de

SAXONY-ANHALT 
MINISTRY  FOR ECONOMY, SCIENCE AND DIGITALIZATION 
Department 34 – External Affairs, European Affairs, Development Coope-
ration 
Catrin Gutowsky 
catrin.gutowsky@mw.sachsen-anhalt.de 
Gabriele Wronna  
gabriele.wronna@mw.sachsen-anhalt.de 
Ingo Knochenhauer 
ingo.knochenhauer@mw.sachsen-anhalt.de  
Hasselbachstraße 4, 39104 Magdeburg 
Tel. +49 391 567-4452, -4240, -4328, Fax +49 391 567-4722, -4450 
www.mw.sachsen-anhalt.de

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN 
MINISTRY FOR ENERGY, AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT, NATURE AND 
DIGITALIZATION 
Department. 1 , Office 12, V121-Development Cooperation, Education on 
Sustainable Development and International Cooperation
Dr. Dietmar Fahnert 
dietmar.fahnert@melund.landsh.de 
Dennis Scheffler 
dennis.scheffler@melund.landsh.de 
Mercatorstr. 3, 24106 Kiel 
Tel. +49 431 988-7101, -7326 
www.melund.schleswig-holstein.de

THURINGIA
STATE CHANCELLERY
Department 3B 1 - International Affairs; Development Cooperation 
Dr. Bettina Reinisch 
bettina.reinisch@tsk.thueringen.de
Regierungsstr. 73, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 361 57-3215340, Fax +49 361 57-1211014 
www.thueringen.de/th1/internationales/entwicklungszusammenarbeit

FEDERAL AND FEDERAL STATES COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT COOPE-
RATION 
BUND-LÄNDER-AUSSCHUSS ENTWICKLUNGSZUSAMMENARBEIT (BLA-EZ)
c/o Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
 – Department Z33  
Dr. Doris Witteler-Stiepelmann 
doris.witteler-stiepelmann@bmz.bund.de  
Europahaus, Stresemannstraße 94, 10963 Berlin  
Tel. +49 30 2503-2860, Fax +49 30 2503-102860 
www.bmz.de




